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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) [3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM Al1 b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 . E3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 - 13, 15 and 17 - 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Gogo '310. 

Gogo shows a rear suspension comprising a front end of a rear swing arm 32 coupled to a 
body frame having a shock absorber (cushion 34) with a first end (lower end) coupled between 
the swing arm and the body frame by a link (figure 8) and the second end (upper end) of the 
shock coupled to the swing arm at a location above the swing arm (figure 8), wherein the shock 
absorber; as shown, includes a damper, a cushion spring and a cushion holder 43 at a lower end 
of the shock absorber, such that the holder has a pair of bosses on the side of the holder and 
includes a connecting part that extends downward from a bottom of the cushion holder; as best 
understood, wherein the holder is coupled to a first end of the link 81 at a side of the holder with 
a second end of the link 81 being coupled to the body frame, such that the link includes a 
substantially triangular first link 81 connected to a stay 52 attached to the body frame and to the 
side of the holder with an intermediate portion of the first link connected to a first end of a 
second link 82 with the second end of the second link connected to the swing arm as now 
claimed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gogo 
'310 in view of Padgett '495. 

Gogo disclosed the rear suspension with a shock absorber vertically arranged inclining 
forward (figure 2), wherein the suspension comprises a rear swing arm coupled to a pivot frame 
16 attached to the body frame (figure 1), such that the lower end of the shock absorber is coupled 
between a swing arm and the body frame by a link (figure 8) with the upper end of the shock 
coupled to the swing arm at a location above the swing arm by a bridge 36, 47 which support the 
upper end of the shock absorber as broadly claimed, however Gogo was silent as to the swing 
arm having a left and right forked arm with a bridge installed between the arms. 

Padgett is only cited as an example of a rear suspension that instinctively shows the prior 
art of providing a rear swing arm with a bridge 72,74 installed between a left and right forked 
arm to support an end of a shock absorber (figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have utilized a more common readily available forked type swing arm, such like the 
one shown by Padgett in order to better support the rear wheel and the shock absorber from both 
the left and right side of the component. 
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5. Claims 6, 8, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gogo c 310 in view of Tsuchida et al '755. 

Gogo disclosed the rear suspension; as claimed, comprising a cushion spring and a piston 
rod extending downward from a damper which are supported inside a shock absorber (cushion) 
by a top and bottom portion, wherein the shock includes a cylindrical cushion holder 43 that 
supports a lower end of the piston rod and a cushion spring as broadly claimed, however Gogo 
failed to show the lower end of the piston rod and spring directly supported inside the bottom of 
the cushion holder itself; as understood. 

Tsuchida et al is cited as an example of a rear suspension that distinctively shows the 
prior art of utilizing a side mounted cushion holder that incorporates a cylindrical member which 
supports the lower end of a piston rod and spring inside a bottom of a cushion holder (figure 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified the cushion holder means of Gogo shock absorber with a different 
style holder, such like a cup style holder as shown in Tsuchida, simply as an alternative cushion 
holder means for supporting a lower portion of Gogo cushion by utilizing a cylindrical cup style 
holder to alternatively support the lower piston rod and spring in the bottom of a side mounted 
holder as taught by the cup style holding member of Tsuchida. 



Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection as stated above as now claimed. Tsuchida clearly shows 
the prior art of supporting a lower end of a shock absorber in a side mounted holder which uses a 
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cylindrical member to support the lower end of the piston rod and spring inside a bottom of a 
cushion holder as claimed. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Gogo '461 show a rear suspension with a link supported on the side of the shock 
absorber and coupled to the rear swing arm. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Yeagley whose telephone number is (571)-272-6655. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri; first Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley D. Morris can be reached on (571) - 272 - 6651 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




D.Y. 
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